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The Learning A-Z web-sites provide supplemental resources to support teachers in their classroom instruction.
Though each site is effective as a “stand-alone” resource, the real power is in using the sites together as a literacy
solution when implementing the Common Core State Standards.
Teachers building common core lessons start by asking essential questions related to what they want their
students to learn and determining which standards they will target. For example, a teacher teaching about habitats in
science may include several grade specific literacy standards in the lesson building process.
Using the powerful Search Tool in Reading A-Z, the teacher would start with a broad search using the word
“habitats”. The search results will list a wide range of literature and informational titles at a variety of levels of
complexity with lesson plans addressing many of the Reading Standards. Teachers further narrow the search by text
type, genre, and skill to ensure they include a range of text types in their instruction. Teachers select the resources that
best fit their instructional objectives from the available texts and additional resources linked to Foundational Skills and
Language Standards such as related fluency practice passages. These materials are used for modeling skills in the
projectable format as well as for small group instruction and independent work in the printable format. Accompanying
lesson plans, discussion cards, graphic organizers and more provide the support and structure to guide students toward
close reading and enable them to respond to texts orally and in writing.
To provide additional support and make complex texts accessible to lower performing students, teachers assign
selected texts in Raz-Kids, giving students an online option to hear books read aloud, practice and record their reading,
and check their comprehension.
Teachers provide direct vocabulary instruction for academic and content words associated with units of study
with Vocabulary A-Z pre-made lesson plans for the titles they have selected. Alternatively teachers create their own
customized word lists on Vocabulary A-Z and use the lesson builder tool to generate lesson resources. These resources
are used in a series of teacher directed lessons and independent practice activities that help students build word
concepts and Language standards.
Writing connections are built into many lessons on the Reading A-Z site. Additionally teachers utilize Writing A-Z
for in-depth process writing lessons on specific text types that connect to units of study and linked standards. For
example, when using the book Ocean Animals( Level I) the Writing A-Z lesson on informational report writing is
suggested. Teachers use this lesson to guide students through the steps of writing a composition that presents their
knowledge of a topic of study and support the range of abilities with support materials at 4 developmental levels.
Teachers observe and assess students writing using specific rubrics and target areas for improvement with included skill
lessons.
Having access to all sites provides teachers with supplemental resources to build lessons combining standards
across disciplines.
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Supplemental Material Guide - Bridging the CCSS Gaps

Learning A–Z provides K–6 teachers with award-winning classroom resources for Reading, Writing, Speaking and
Listening, and Language Skills as set out in the Common Core State Standards. These resources—whether used for
individual, small-group, or full-classroom instruction or student practice—help teachers address and implement
the Common Core Standards.

Reading A–Z is widely recognized for its vast library of printable and projectable books at 27 levels of difficulty.
The collection includes both fiction and nonfiction books in a range of genres that can be used in a variety of ways.
Each leveled book is accompanied by a comprehensive lesson plan that incorporates the guiding principles of the
Common Core State Standards. The projectable books and supplementary resources such as worksheets,
discussion cards, and comprehension quizzes, give teachers “hands-on” tools for introducing and reinforcing
standards during whole-class instruction. The collection also includes hundreds of multilevel books that give
teachers flexibility and allow them to combine whole-class instruction with differentiated instruction.
Sample Text types:
Descriptive (nonfiction)

Level B Pond Life

Biography (nonfiction) Level J Garrett Morgan and the Traffic Signal
Persuasive (nonfiction) Level P Shelter Pets Are Best
Poetry (fiction) Level Q Poetry Snow
Realistic (fiction) Level M Marcus Loses Patches
Informational (nonfiction) Level Y The Art of Photography

Teachers using these books will find a focus on comprehension that will promote development of the higher-order
thinking skills targeted in Common Core. Look for components such as Enduring Understanding, Extend the
Reading, Discussion Cards, and Extended Responses that accompany the lesson plans and quizzes.
Beyond the leveled book library, teachers will find instructional and assessment tools for phonics, phonological
awareness, vocabulary, and fluency, to address the Foundational and Language Standards.

Quick Access to Material
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Reading A–Z offers three tools for quick and easy access to the vast number and variety of
resources found on the site. A direct link to material correlated to the standards, at each grade
level, is found on the Home Page. This correlated material pulls resources from across the
Reading A–Z site, making it possible for teachers to immediately add to their Common Core
Tool Kit without having to spend time browsing the individual tabs.

For example at the Grade 1 level:
Click on the Common Core Standards link under Search/Correlations in the blue sidebar at the left on the Home

Page.

Select standard with correlated material:

The correlated material listed for these two standards includes links to both the books with accompanying lesson
plans and also to the lessons found under the Phonics Tab:

The second tool is the Search Tool, which is found on every page and is often used when fine-tuning or looking for
specific material linked to standards such as those found in Reading/Integration of Knowledge and Ideas.
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The power of the Search Tool becomes evident with the ability to sort and narrow search results.
The third tool for acquiring correlated material is Books by Skills, found on the All Books page. Teachers who
know exactly what they need to start filling gaps in their instruction can use this complete list of skills for the
leveled book library to find a variety of levels to support teaching like skills to all abilities found in the classroom.
For example at the Grade 4 level:
RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.

Using Books by Skills allows the teacher to reorganize headings such as Comprehension. Scrolling through the
alphabetized list quickly turns up a number of informational titles in a range of levels for main idea and details.

Grade
2

4

What It Looks Like in the Classroom

Level N All About Kites

Informational Text

Reading A-Z Lesson Plan

RI.2.1: Ask and answer such
questions as who, what, where,
when, why, and how to
demonstrate understanding of
key details in a text.
RI.2.2: Identify the main topic
of a multiparagraph text as
well as the focus of specific
paragraphs within the text.
RI.2.8: Describe how

reasons support specific
points the author makes in a
text.
RI.2.10: By the end of year,

read and comprehend
informational texts,
including history/social
studies, science, and
technical texts, in the grades
2–3 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding
as needed at the high end of
the range.
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Foundational Skills
RF.2.3(a): Distinguish
between long and short
vowels when reading
regularly spelled one-syllable
words.

RF.2.4(a): Read on-level text

with purpose and
understanding.

RF.2.4(c): Use context to

confirm or self-correct word
recognition and
understanding, rereading as
necessary.
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Language
L.2.1(c): Form and use the

past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs
(e.g., sat, hid, told).
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Learning A–Z provides K–6 teachers with award-winning classroom resources for Reading, Writing, Speaking and
Listening, and Language Skills as set out in the Common Core State Standards. These resources—whether used for
individual, small-group, or full-classroom instruction or student practice—help teachers address and implement
the Common Core Standards.

Raz-Kids offers teachers an interactive, engaging resource that has hundreds of leveled books spanning twentyseven levels of difficulty, covering a range of subjects. Raz-Kids not only motivates students to read and do further
research at school, home, or anywhere they have access to the Internet, but they can now download their favorite
books from iTunes. With Raz-Kids, students can work, independently, to improve fluency, and expand and develop
vocabulary, while improving overall comprehension in literacy. Teacher management tools allow teachers to
customize student assignments, view reports, and track student progress.
The CCSS point to the balance needed between literary and informational text in reading instruction. Strategies
include read-alouds to help build knowledge of both the language and structure found in different types of
informational text. Raz-Kids provides students with the opportunity to listen to a book, record the text, and take
quizzes using both literary and informational texts that cross disciplines. Having students listen to informational
text in the early grades will help them integrate the differences between literary and informational text as well as
help them read more complex texts in later grades.
Sample titles:
Level C How Many? (Math)

Level N Making Rice (Math)

Level D Community Helpers (Social Studies)

Level P Magnetism (Science)

Level J Ocean Animals (Science)

Level T Holidays Around the World (Social Studies)

Raz-Kids offers a unique opportunity to question students about the impact/influence of added sound effects,
music, animation, video, and the narrator’s intonation of specific words on the overall message. They can explore
the differences they experience as readers when exposed to the “read version” and the “listen version” of the same
text. A powerful connection can be made by filtering out what the media adds as enhancements and getting to the
author’s message/intent. For example, if the intent is to persuade you that conversation is good and pollution is
very bad (thinking about oil wells, wind farms etc.); by comparing the text without added enhancements to the
"listen" version with all the enhancements, students will learn to compare "how they felt when..." the music
changed to a darker mood just when the pollution page was beginning.
Raz-Kids also provides an opportunity for students to use electronic icons and links as they explore their personal
assignment pages, the Bookroom, Raz Rocket, and the newly added feature “On Your Own,” which is available to
schools that have both Reading A–Z and Raz-Kids subscriptions. “On Your Own” is the complete leveled library
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from Reading A–Z and is an option enabled by the teacher for students. It provides additional books for reading
practice and open-book quizzes for comprehension.

Here is a Sample Student Assignment Page showing a variety of tabs, some of which can be enabled or disabled by
the teacher:

Teacher management tools include the:








Roster tab, the “hub” of the class-management system for adding, deleting, changing student profiles, and
so much more.
In Basket tab, where all student recordings are housed for review
Assignment tab, where teachers can set students up in a self-paced assignment that automatically
advances students through the levels upon completion of tasks at each level; or teachers can customize
assignments to specific needs
Reports tab, for a comprehensive list of reports on student activity that includes dates, times, tasks
completed, reading progress graphed over time, errors on quizzes, and much more
Books tab, for browsing the complete list of e-books on Raz-Kids
Teacher Corner tab, for tips and help, including a library of short, step-by-step videos on navigating
specific areas of the site
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Reports include both individual and class reports:
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Learning A-Z provides K-6 teachers with award-winning classroom resources for Reading, Writing, Speaking and
Listening, and Language Skills as set out in the Common Core State Standards. These resources—whether used for
individual, small-group, or full-classroom instruction or student practice—help teachers address and implement
the Common Core Standards.

The CCSS for writing include the process skills of planning, revising, editing, and publishing, found under Production and
Distribution of Writing. These standards focus on creating a stronger balance between teaching those process skills and
teaching them as they relate to specific writing types that include argument, informative/explanatory texts, and
narratives, which are outlined under the Text Types and Purposes anchor standards.

Writing A-Z offers teachers instant access to hundreds of downloadable writing resources, at four developmental levels,
to assist in the implementation of the CCSS. These resources include core lesson plans on a variety of text types such as
informational reports, biographies, persuasion/argument, and narratives, to skill building lessons for students who need
extra practice and reinforcement of skill sets associated with writing.
CCSS Writing Standards - Text Types and Purposes

Text Type Samples

Use the comprehensive lesson plans to teach students
how to:
1.
2.
3.

Write arguments…
Write informative/explanatory texts…
Write narratives…
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Overview of a Lesson

There is also an ELL Guide for specific tips and guidelines across all text types to meet the needs of every level of ELL
students.
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Specific writing skills, found in the both the Language and Writing Standards of the CCSS, are targeted in Writing A-Z’s
genre lesson plans, in the Skills Lessons which include such topics as conventions, endings, openings, sentences, and
word choice, and in the Write Rights – daily grammar activities at four developmental levels .

CCSS Writing Standards – Production and Distribution
4. Produce clear and coherent writing…
5. Develop and strengthen writing…
6. Use technology, including the internet…

Multiple opportunities for revision
and editing are found throughout the
writing lesson plans, both as a class
experience and as an independent
activity.

The Skills Lessons provide mini-lessons
on specific elements needed for clear
and coherent writing.
Write Rights is a thirty-week daily
review program targeting key
grammar skills.

The Tools section provides additional writing support resources, such as research packets and writing prompts, aimed
at further strengthening the reading/writing connection and crafting pieces of writing, over a variety of time frames, as
outlined under the Research to Build and Present Knowledge and Range of Writing anchor standards of the CCSS.

CCSS Writing Standards – Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Research Packet

7. Conduct short as well as sustained research projects…
8. Gather relevant information from multiple…
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts…
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Writing A-Z offers lots of writing activities for short time periods.

CCSS Writing Standards – Range of Writing
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes,
and audiences.

Using Writing A-Z as a resource to align instruction to the CCSS will provide students with the tools to become
informed decision makers when selecting the appropriate writing format/genre to communicate effectively with a
specific audience.
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Grade 2

What it Looks Like in the Classroom

Writing Standard

Writing A-Z Lesson Plan

Production and
Distribution:

Informational Report
Lesson plans at four developmental levels take students through shared experience to
independent writing activity using the” gradual release of responsibility” model.

W.2.4 With guidance
and support from
adults, produce writing
in which the
development and
organization are
appropriate to task and
purpose. (Gradespecific expectations
for writing types are
defined in standards 1–
3 above.)

Sample pieces of instruction at each stage in the lesson plans:

W. 2.2 Write
informative/explanator
y texts in which they
introduce a topic, use
facts and definitions to
develop points, and
provide a concluding
statement or section.

Range of Writing:
W.2.10 Write routinely
over extended time
frames (time for
research, reflection,
and revision) and
shorter time frames (a
single sitting or a day or
two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and
audiences.
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Tips and leveled expectations help guide the teacher throughout the lesson:
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Learning A–Z provides K–6 teachers with award-winning classroom resources for Reading, Writing, Speaking and
Listening, and Language Skills as set forth in the Common Core State Standards. These resources—whether used
for individual, small-group, or full-classroom instruction, or student practice—help teachers address and
implement the Common Core Standards.

Vocabulary A–Z
The CCSS for Language include three standards for “Vocabulary Acquisition and Use.” Vocabulary A–Z is a
vocabulary-building-and-acquisition resource that contains an ever-growing database of over thirteen thousand
words. Teachers can access these words individually or as part of a particular resource. Teachers can choose from
a selection of premade lessons or customize their vocabulary lessons to fit their instructional needs, whether it be
to support ELL students in the classroom, clarify word meaning, support a specific Learning A–Z resource, teach
high-frequency words, understand figurative language, or acquire a range of other domain-specific words. Each
five-day lesson is designed to clarify word meaning through activities, discussion, graphic organizers, contextual
examples, and assessments. Options include using premade lists, creating a customized list, or even creating a list
by adding new words not found in the VAZ database. Lessons can be built, edited, and saved to support virtually
any CCSS subject or purpose.
Sample lists”

20

Supplemental Material Guide - Bridging the CCSS Gaps

Learning A–Z provides K–6 teachers with award-winning classroom resources for Reading, Writing, Speaking and
Listening, and Language Skills as set out in the Common Core State Standards. These resources—whether used for
individual, small-group, or full-classroom instruction, or student practice—help teachers address and implement
the Common Core Standards.

The CCSS talk about rigor and text complexity and “going deeper with comprehension.” There will always be
students who will need additional supports above and beyond what the daily classroom instruction provides when
teaching to the CCSS. Reading Tutors is an option that can help provide some of that support. In addition to a wide
variety of texts and tasks, Reading Tutors consists of over four hundred pre-made tutoring packets that teach
alphabet, phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. These easy-to-use packets can
be used by teachers, volunteers, or parents.
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The companion books found in these packets are from the Reading A–Z library giving teachers another tool for
differentiating instruction while covering the same topic, such as the solar system in science.

Level S Our Solar System

Level Z Success Stories

Informational

Biography

Reading-Tutors Packet:

Reading-Tutors Packet:
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